“Serving Christ through Serving Others”
“My Country ‘tis of Thee”

This month is a big one. All over the country, people will celebrate the 250th Anniversary of
the United States of America on July 4th, the day the Declaration of Independence was signed
in 1776. This is an important day for many people. It is an important day for me, not simply
because | am an avowed lover of history, but because the 250th Anniversary of the U.S.
coincides with the 200th anniversary of Zion Lutheran Church. Think about that. Zion Lutheran
Church was established only 50 years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
The Constitution of the United States had only been ratified 38 years prior in 1788.

With these two momentous occasions occurring in the same year, we have an opportunity
to reconnect with the past as well as dream and hope for the future. God has been active in
this land far longer than we have been alive and God will continue to be active in this land long
after we're gone. We are truly blessed to live, work, and worship in a society as free as ours—
a society unlike any other in human history— a grand experiment that has lasted for 250
years. It may not be perfect. We may feel righteous indignation against our leaders from time
to time, we may take issues with certain aspects of our culture, and many of us certainly love
to get into fights with our neighbors on social media. No country is perfect. No person is
perfect. And yet, God is at work all the same— working in us, through us, and among us to
bring peace, justice, forgiveness, rest, hope, and eternal life to all who are weary.

Let’'s embrace this 250th Anniversary with celebration, clinging to the ideals that our country
has tried to live by even when it has failed— “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights”
(Declaration of Independence). This is the ideal and, more importantly, the truth that all people
possess inherent dignity and worth. As Christians, we know this to be true. Genesis 1:26 says
that all humans are made in God’s image which is why our calling as Christians is to love— to
love God and neighbor. Or, as our mission statement so ably puts it: to serve Christ through
serving others. That’'s something we can all get behind.

So let us continue to embrace this year with joy, as our faith community celebrates 200
years of service to God and neighbor. | invite you to take a step back and ponder what it must
have been like for those who came before us. | invite you to then ponder where you see God
at work in your life and in this community today. Finally, | ask that you approach God with
humility and dream of what God may be up to in us, among us, and through
us over the many years ahead. | stand in awe of what God has been doing
all this time and | hope you do too.

Peace,
Pastor Summers
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July Birthdays
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Upcoming Events

Women of Zion Picnic
Sunday, July 12" 3:30 p.m.

Come and enjoy a picnic and fellowship at Linda Holt’s
home: 11546 W. Fenner Rd., Laura OH 45337.

Meet at the church at 3:00 for carpooling
Sandwich fixings and drinks provided
Bring a lawn chair and a salad or dessert
Sign up by July 8t

Bible and Brew
Tuesday, July 215t
5:30-6:30
Chaffee’s Brewhouse
15 E. Second Street, Tipp

Everyone is welcome to join in on these interesting and thought-provoking gatherings. The
monthly topics are diverse and relevant.

Chaffee’s offers a selection of craft beers, coffees, and a variety of other alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages.



Women’s Daytime Fellowship
July 22", 10:00 a.m.

All women are invited.
The topic with be the story of Esther

Our purpose is to form friendships, support for
each other, and to grow in our Christianity.
We meet for an hour.

Zion Night at the Dayton Dragons

July 25" at 7:05 p.m.

If you are interested in carpooling, be at the church at 6:00.

Day Air Ballpark concessions are “contactless”. You will need to
use a debit or credit card if you wish to purchase any food or
drinks after you’ve used your $5 voucher.

If you have any questions, contact Jill Greer.

Putter-palooza
August 7™, 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

The Downtown Tipp City Partnership has put together a fun-filled
evening of mini-golf Putter-palooza! There will be putting greens on
2d Street in downtown Tipp. Zion will be participating by providing
a putting green and greeting people by handing out bags of popcorn.

We need 2 volunteers to bag popcorn at 10:00 am on August
7. That evening, Pastor Summers is going to need help with

with welcoming and passing out the popcorn. There are three shifts: 4:30-5:30, 5:30-
6:30, & 6:30-7:30. There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hallway.

Annual Church Picnic
August 16", After Service

We will again be having our picnic at Zion. We can
enjoy our air-conditioned fellowship hall rather than a hot
park shelter.

Bingo can be enjoyed after lunch.

Church council will provide chicken and the Women of
Zion will provide drinks. Please bring a side dish to share
and your own service ware. Sign up in the fellowship
hallway.
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June Bunco

Eighteen fun-loving people attended Bunco on June 20™. There was laughter, shouts of Bunco,
the flying bear and plenty of big winners and losers who received prizes.

Needed: Putting Green Designer

Zion will be participating in Putterpalooza on August 7t" because it
was a great outreach last year.

We would like to have a new putting green this year and need a volunteer to construct one
for us. It can be simple or complicated — it’s up to the designer. If you are interested and can
have one ready by August 7", please let Annette or Pastor Jaren know.

Thank You
Dear Zion Family,

We can’t begin to thank you for all the kindness and love shown to us after our trip to Back
Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi. When Katie fell and broke her tibia in four places and had to
have a 5 plus hour surgery to repair the damage, we couldn’t imagine how we would ever get
her home. But thanks to all the great folks at Back Bay and the teams from Zion and Holy
Trinity in Muncie, we made it! And since our return, we have been blessed with your prayers,
cards, equipment, flowers and gifts of food. Thank you!

Katie is making steady progress and plans to get back to work next month. She is having
physical therapy and hopes to be able to put some weight on that leg soon.

We are so blessed and grateful.

In Christ, Bob and Deb Keppel & Katie Kessler




Seeking a Choir Director for Zion Lutheran Church iy

Zion is beginning the search for a Choir Director to lead our adult Chancel Choir and
support the musical life of our worshiping community. As we look toward the future of our
music ministry, we want to first invite our own congregation to prayerfully consider whether
someone within Zion may feel called to this role.

The Choir Director will guide the choir in preparing anthems and special music, lead
weekly rehearsals, and collaborate with the Pastor and Worship & Music Committee to plan
meaningful worship experiences throughout the church year. This ministry includes
leadership during Sunday services, seasonal liturgical events, and special services such as
Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday.

While this is not a full-time position, Zion is blessed with an experienced musician who is
available to assist on a periodic basis, offering support during busy seasons or special
services. This ensures a strong, collaborative foundation for whoever steps into the role.
We are seeking someone who:

« Has experience with church music (professionally or personally)

« Enjoys working with volunteers in a warm, encouraging environment

« Brings both musical skill and a heart for ministry

« Values collaboration and the spiritual life of the congregation
If you—or someone you know within our church family—feels a nudge toward this ministry,
we encourage you to reach out for more information or to express interest. If interested,
please contact Lori Sebastian or Susie Gray.

Please join us in praying for discernment, guidance, and the right person to lead this
important ministry at Zion.

Women of Zion June 14, 2026

e The July meeting will be a picnic held at Linda Holt's house on July 121, A sign-up sheet
will be posted. Details will be posted as well.

e The August mission of the month will be LWR Health Kits and School Kits.

e Workers are in place for the June mission — working at Lunch On Us. There is a list of
items that can be donated on the table in the narthex.

e Back Bay Mission Team will give a talk on Sunday, June 28™ about their trip.

e Prayer Shawl Update: There are 6 men’s, 7 women'’s and 6 baby blankets.

Next Meeting is July 12" at Linda Holt's home.
It will be a fun time. All women are encouraged to attend.

Thank You

Sue, Jill, Deb & Annette
The Women’s Tea was delightful! What a lot of work you all put into it.
Thank you for your time and efforts.
Love,
Linda Holt



Children & Youth

Corrected Date: Sunday School will resume on September 13th.

If you are interested in teaching or helping in Sunday school for the 2026/2027 school year
please reach out to Jessica Dorn.

Messy Games Returns

Attention all youth who have completed 5-12" Messy Games is BACK on August 16"
Grab your friends and join us for an unforgettable afternoon of outrageous games, wild
challenges, and head-to-toe chaos. From shaving cream battles to color wars to an epic slip-
n-slide finale, this is one event where the mess is the whole point.

We will be meeting with friends from across the Southern Ohio Synod—so come ready to
meet new people, make memories, and kick off the school year
in the most fun (and messy) way possible.

Applications due August 2 with $10 refundable* deposit

*refunded after attending
August 16:

2:00 pm Meet at Zion Lutheran Church
2:15 pm Leave for Messy Games
around 6:00 pm Parent pick-up at Zion

Fun Faithful Fellowship (an updated VBS)

Fun Faithful Fellowship, 3F, is a multigenerational event (unless otherwise noted) open to
the community. It is meant to provide some fun with fellowship, because of that we ask that
parents stay for the events unless otherwise noted. These activities are meant to be a come
when you can leave when you must. And as always — INVITE A FRIEND!

This year there will be a theme: Creation. Join us in fellowship as we explore the world
that God created for us!

Don’t forget to fill out a raffle ticket for the kids and youth at every event. At the end of the
summer a winner will be chosen for a $10 gift card to Rad Candy.

Monday, July 13, 10am-12pm at Zion Lutheran Church — Join us as we
have a short Bible lesson on Creation Day 4. Then we will have a “make
your own star” project.

. Monday, July 20, 10am at Zion Lutheran Church — We will have a

Sl .’ ] short Bible lesson on Creation Day 5 and then have a craft project to
'\J )\ ! make a jellyfish.
VL !
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Monday, July 27, 10 am at Zion Lutheran Church - Find out what
God made on Days 6 & 7 of Creation, followed by games and relays.




Fun Faithful Fellowship Events

We had our first 3F on Monday June 15" 10am-12pm at Zion Lutheran Church where we
talked about Creation Days 1 and 2 and did a STEAM egg drop. 5 adults, 4 youth, and 5 kids
participated. We had a good time learning about God’s creation and gravity!

Kyle Park on June 22". 8 adults,
4 youth and 6 kids had fun testing
their taste buds & most got less
than half of the drinks correct.

Great Job!
Most of the eggs
did not break

Zion Prayer Chain Updates

We (Linda Holt and Chuck Powder) are in the midst of re-formatting the prayer chain. This is
turning out to be a process that involves many trials and errors. We need your help! If you
have not updated your email for the church, please do so. This is not only for the
prayer chain but for other communications as well. Some of the emails on the church list
are old and no longer valid. Please contact Annette in the office to update your email. In the
meantime, | will send out the prayer chain via our old format and new format. Both should be
coming to you as Zion Lutheran Church or in some cases from my personal email. If you would
like to receive the prayer chain, please let Annette in the office know. You may also email
prayers@ziontippcity.org or me at ljhbrass1@gmail.com. Thank you for your patience!

IF YOUR EMAIL HAS CHANGED IN THE LAST 5 YEARS, PLEASE GIVE
ANNETTE IN THE OFFICE YOUR UPDATED EMAIL ADDRESS!
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GET INVOLVED
How Can | Get Involved? '

We are so happy to welcome new people to our congregation. We've been asked about
ways to plug in to activities. To provide information about the multitude of opportunities, this
an ongoing section in Tidings, which describes a specific ministry area and ways to become
involved. This month we are highlighting the TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT TEAM.

The technical support team handles a wide variety of projects for Zion. These projects range
from simple projects that are completed in a day or two to multi-week and multi-year projects
that expand the technical operations at Zion. Over the last 5 years, the team has completed
many projects at Zion. Some of the completed projects include the sound and video system
in the fellowship hall; upgrades to the computer systems used by staff; upgrades to the
internet and WiFi capability and the upgrade of the internal records management system.
The major upgrade to the systems used in the sanctuary for sound and online services is a
multi-year project that has several more phases to complete.

The team needs helpers to complete the wiring in the sanctuary to accommodate additional
microphones and speakers. The team also needs
volunteers to record the Sunday online services. That

will only require some training and a about an extra hour TECHNOI‘OG,_JY
of time on Sunday to prepare for the service and close -
down everything after service. It is by combining the
talents of many individuals that Zion makes progress. If
you enjoy working with technology please consider joining
our team.

If you want to help, contact them at tech@ziontippcity.org
or speak with Andrew Weprin or Chuck Powder.

What’s New

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has moved
from the youth activities room to the
office on the second floor.
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_ _ Meeting
Council Meeting Report
June 9, 2026

President Matt Sauls provided an update on the newly formed Personnel Committee. The
Executive Committee will be meeting with Committee Chair Chuck Drake and Pastor to
review the goals and objectives for this important ministry team. The committee’s first
meeting is scheduled for July 7th. The members of the Personnel Committee are Chair,
Chuck Drake; Cindy Tayse; Lara Jacobs; and Diana Ewing. We are grateful for their
willingness to serve and for the thoughtful experience each brings to this work.

The President also reported that the recent walkthrough with the Tipp City Safety Resource
Officer identified several areas the Safety Committee plans to address. As part of this work,
four cameras have been identified for purchase, and additional equipment is currently being
reviewed to support this important safety upgrade for the church.
Christian Education Committee, Nate Ewing reported that Children and Youth Updates are
as follows:
¢ Sunday School: This past Sunday School year officially concluded on May
17, 2026. Classes will begin for the next school year on September 20,
2026.
¢ Questionnaire: A Google Form questionnaire is currently circulating among
our Sunday Schoolfamilies to gather feedback. Once that initial phase is
complete, it will be sent out to the wider congregation.
¢ Messy Games: This event is coming up quickly. Interested youth need to
be signed up by July 26th.
¢ VBSRoom:Ongoingsortingandorganizationofthesuppliesthat were
cleaned out ofthe VBS room continues slowly but steadily.
¢ Fun Faithful Fellowship: We are currently working on finalizing the activity
schedule for July.
¢ Sports Closet: We had a wonderful outreach success this past month.
We were able to outfit a Zion family with donated sports gear, saving
them approximately $125.

July Council Preview — Lutheran Saints in Ministry (LSIM). During Council’s July meeting,
leadership from Abiding Christ Lutheran Church in Fairborn will join us to share information
about Lutheran Saints in Ministry (LSIM). Lutheran Saints in Ministry is a collaborative
mission of the Southern Ohio Synod of the ELCA. Member congregations retain their local
autonomy, local character, and local mission, while partnering with LSIM congregations
wherever shared ministry can strengthen and enhance the work we do.

The vision of LSIM is to bring together worshiping communities of a common faith to:
o further the work of Jesus Christ,
e strengthen congregations by sharing resources for the common good,
e support the needs and goals of its member congregations,
« provide a framework for ongoing cooperative relationships,
« offer mutual support among congregations, and
« maintain a faithful congregational presence in each community served.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 14" at 7:00 p.m.



It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane...in our Parking Lot

On Wednesday, June 10™, a plane appeared in our parking lot for a children’s event called
“Take Flight at the Library with WACO”, put on by our Tipp City Library. Kids in incoming
grades 2—-6 were invited to explore the exciting world of flight. Participants learned the parts of
an airplane, discovered how pilots pre-flight an aircraft, and dove into aviation history. The
kids were allowed to sit inside a real airplane and learn from aviation expert, Jennifer Thomas,
Certificated Flight Instructor and Aviation Educator for the WACO Education Center & Air
Museum! 19 children, 9 siblings and 13 adults attended.

Of course, the plane didn’t land here. It was towed in.

Property Committee June 1, 2026

e There was a discussion about installing security cameras inside and outside our Zion
building. This will be taken to church council.

e The spring yard clean-up, scheduled for May 30, with pruning, weeding and putting
topsoil in low spots in the yard was completed.

e There was continued discussion on how to install wiring under the floor beneath the altar
area.
e We are looking at a new elevator company to service and inspect our elevator.
¢ |n addition to the monthly work list, the team installed bungee cords on the anniversary
banner on the front of the sanctuary building to protect it from wind.
The next meeting will be Monday, July 6, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.

Thank You

Dear Women of Zion,

Thank you so much for your donations of funds and gift cards. We truly
appreciate your support! You are helping to make our mission to serve
children in foster, kinship and adoptive care possible.

Thank You,
Katie Vasil, Executive Director
Seeds of Hope OH




Many Thanks from Back Bay Mission
This letter was received as a thank you for a monetary donation:
Dear Zion Lutheran Church,

Your generosity means more to us than we can say. Thank you for standing with Back Bay
Mission and believing in this work — not just as a charity, but as a movement for justice and
dignity on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Your gift to Friends of Mission allows us to respond immediately when a family is on the brink
of losing power, when someone has nowhere safe to sleep, when a homeowner is fighting to
stay in the house they’ve worked their whole life for, or when a neighbor simply needs food on
the table and someone to listen. Because of you, we can show up quickly and
compassionately, meeting urgent needs without hesitation.

Every day, your support helps push back against the systems that keep people struggling. It
helps us keep our doors open wide as a place of welcome, a place of safety, and a place
where every single person is treated with the dignity and respect they so deserve.

We are deeply grateful for your partnership and your courage to invest in a more just and
loving community. This work is only possible because of people like you. Thank you for
walking alongside us.

Grace & Peace
Rev. James Pennington
Executive Director

This handwritten Thank You note was sent for helping

Dear Friends,

We are so glad you found your way to Back Bay Mission along with your Muncie friends! It
was a joy to serve along with you. With your support and commitment, Back Bay Mission is
able to continue to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, and transform lives. We can’t wait
to see you again in 2027.

God bless you,
The Staff of BBM

This handwritten Thank You note was a special thank you for another money donation.

To our new friends at Zion Lutheran Church,

Our staff wanted to write a very special thank you for supporting our programs, guests, and
community soooo.....THANK YOU for your $1,000 donation!! Because of you, we can touch
so many more lives along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Can’t wait to see you next year!

. Back Bay Mission Staff

Serving Christ Through Serving Others




Be Still My Soul

Be Still My Soul is the July hymn of the month. The text is not found in either the red or
purple hymnal; however, the tune (FINLANDIA) appears twice in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW). It is a very comforting text and tune, and sometimes | have confused this
text with a similar hymn text It is Well with My Soul / When Peace Like a River (ELW 785).

The text was written by Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel who was born in 1697. The
brief biographical information we have on Katharina — she was likely a woman of means and
from a noble family. She had some correspondence later in life (1750-1752) with Henry
Ernst, the Count of Stolberg. It is believed she served her community in Cothen, where she
likely lived in a Lutheran Frauleinstifte, a convent which housed unmarried or widowed noble
women. According to C. Michael Hawn (umcdiscipleship.org), “This text appears at the time
of German pietism, similar in spirit in many regards to the Wesleyan revival in England of the
same era. Philipp Jacob Spener (1635-1705) led the German pietistic movement. Though
not a hymn writer himself, he inspired a revival in German hymnody characterized by
faithfulness to Scripture, personal experience, and deep emotional expression. Katharina
von Schlegel is thought to be the leading female hymn writer of this period.”

Perhaps as significant as the hymn text is the translator. Stille, mein Wille, dein Jesus hilft
siegen appeared in 6 stanzas in various hymnals beginning in 1752. When she translated
the hymn from German to English, Jane Borthwick omitted the third stanza. The version we
will sing and learn retains three of the five translated verses. Many are familiar with the
woman who translated the most hymns from German to English - Catherine Winkworth.
Jane Borthwick and her sister Sarah translated 114 hymns from German to English and
published them in Hymns from the Land of Luther (1854). According to American pianist
Andrew Remillard, the work of Jane and Sarah “is second only to Catherine Winkworth in
quantity and quality.”

The tune for FINLANDIA is historic as well. In 1899, Jean Sibelius wrote a symphonic tone
poem by the name Finlandia. This tune was the final (7t") in a piece written to musically
describe and portray Finnish history. An interesting tidbit: at the time this piece was
composed, Russian censorship was felt even by Scandinavian countries, and instead of
performing it for Peace Celebrations under its patriotic tune Finlandia, it was retitled: “Happy
Feelings at the Awakening of Finnish Spring”. Regardless, Finlandia is a fine tune. It
appears twice in our red hymnal:

the patriotic text This is My Song (ELW 887) and

a commemorative text about coping with Alzheimer’s disease When Memory Fades

(ELW 792).

| will close with the heartfelt first verse.
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; Fintand,
Leave to your God to order and provide; L7
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’'nly, Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Sweden®




By the Numbers

These numbers are for three out of four Saturdays and Sundays in June.

Average Attendance — Saturday: 41 Sunday: 65
Total Giving: $9,593.00

Prayer Requests

A prayer for vacations: Psalm 121:7-8 The Lord will keep you from all harm — he will watch
over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of our vacations and the opportunity to rest
and experience Your creation. As we set out, we ask for Your travel mercies. Protect us from
harm, accidents, and unseen dangers on the road or in the air or on the sea. Give our
guides, drivers, pilots, and captains and those around us wisdom, patience, and alert
minds. Be our shield and guide, watching over our coming and going, from the moment we
leave our home until we return. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Pray for those fighting cancer: Prayer request for Sasha Tritle. She had surgery for breast
cancer and now is having radiation treatments.
Prayer reguests: Jill Greer was hospitalized over the weekend (6/20) with anaphylactic
shock. She is now home. Keep Amy Byrd in your prayers along with her parents Jack and
Sharon. Ruth White is home. She appreciates cards! Keep Katie Kessler in prayer who is
healing at home. Keep Deb and Bob in your prayers as they provide care for Katie. Prayers
for healing and wholeness for Joyce Zimmann. She has turned a corner and is much better
mentally and physically. She is now walking better and is in rehab. She thanks everyone for
the cards and prayers and truly believes all prayers have helped her! Her address is: 55
Great Hill Rd. #310, Dayton, OH 45414. Pray for Sue VonAschen who has sight
problems. Emily Clenney (daughter of Bill and Kim Jones) is waiting to see if she needs
another procedure. Prayers are requested for Richard Leflar. Keep in your prayers the
Williams family.
Continue to pray for: Betty Jackson, Chalmer Mader, Debbie Turner, Greg Watkins, Peggy
McCoy, Christine Copeland, James Oaks, Brian Watkins, Fred Staie, the Weprin family,
Cindy Moore, and Carol Phillips.

Zion’s Prayer Chain is sent out weekly through email. It lists prayers needed for those in
our community and world. If you have signed up to receive the prayer chain and
have not received it recently, please let the office or Linda Holt know. If you have
never been a part of the prayer chain and would like to receive it, let us know.
To request prayers, or take an individual off the prayer chain, email them
to prayers@ziontippcity.org. You can also access this through Zion’s website
www.ziontippcity.org or call the church office at (937) 667-3110.
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July 2026

Calendar of Events at Zion

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3
Office
Closed
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Mens Bkfst 9:30 BLOOD
i . DRIVE
Quilts 10:30 Quilts 10
20 . |
“ansoom |
Property 6p
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
FFF 10 am Mens Bkfst 9:30 C i
WoZ Picnic at Zion ommunion
3:30-Holt’s Quilts 10 aturday
Quilts 10:30
AA 8-9 pm
TOPS 3:30-5 Welcome 6p
Council 7p
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
FFF ;o am Mens Bkfst 9:30 10 Women's
at Zion Quilts 10 Fellowship Zion Night
| Compassion @ Dragorr’s
Quilts 10:30 0
AA 8-9 pm Friends 7:00
TOPS 3:30-5
Bible & Brew
5:30 —Chafee’s
26 27 28 29 30 31
FFF 10 am Mens Bkfst 9:30
Storypoint at Zion
Outreach Quilts 10
Quilts 10:30 AA 8-9 pm

TOPS 3:30-5




